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The information given here is, to the best of my knowledge, correct. However, there may be some minor errors or mistakes. The memo is updated continuously in order to minimize such.

This memo must be read carefully, as carefully as you would read a memo that contained urgent materials for an exam. Doing so will take time, as there are many details to consider. However, once the memo has been read and absorbed, the prospective student should have acquired a clear and concise understanding of how to relate and communicate with their home university as well as with the University of California, Berkeley.


Visiting Students versus Degree Students

Most students at UC Berkeley have been admitted as degree students.  They are enrolled in programs that take several years to complete, involving lecture courses as well as individual lwork with academic advisors. These programs lead to degrees such as BA, MA, PhD, JD, MBA, etc. Admittance into these programs involves a number of steps, such as taking standardized tests (e.g. SAT, GRE, GMAT), providing letters of recommendation, submitting essays, and soon. UC Berkeley is very competitive, with about 83,000 students applying and about 65,600 not admitted each year. A limited number of international students get admitted to earn a degree at UC Berkeley. In academic year 2013-2014, there are only 1,647 international undergraduate degree-seeking students, about 9 percent of the undergraduate student body. The admission rate for international student applicants is less than 10%.

An alternative way for international students to study at UC Berkeley for one or two semesters is through the University of California Education Abroad Program (EAP), which has limited space, and is restricted  to a few institutions (in Brazil 2, Mexico 1, Norway 0, South Korea1, and so forth). They do not receive a degree from the university. But they do receive transcripts proving participation and achievements, and these may be used to substitute for parts of the requirements at their domestic academic institutions (their universities in their home countries). 

There is one other way for international students to study at UC Berkeley for one or two semesters–and that is by taking courses through the UC Berkeley Extension International Concurrent Enrollment program (see below). To do so, students must be invited by a professor or department and we are inviting you to participate in Fall 2017. Some of you may choose to study in Summer2017 and/or Spring2018 as well.


Opportunity for Visiting Students to Study at UC Berkeley

The UC Berkeley Sociology Department has established a program, referred to below as the Berkeley International Study Program in Letters and Science, in which international students at a number of different universities across the globe are invited by Professor Trond Petersen to take courses in the participating departments (see the attached brochure for the list of participating departments). These students take UC Berkeley courses through the UC Berkeley Extension International Concurrent Enrollment program on a space availability basis.


Fall and Spring Semesters at UC Berkeley

The Berkeley International Study Program has the capacity to admit a limited number of students for Fall and Spring semesters, as well as the Summer Session. The students will be accepted as visiting students by agreement with the UC Berkeley Sociology Department and are required to take 12 credits in courses that are in the participating departments.

We are able to admit students both at the BA and the MA level, however, courses at the graduate level are limited and most students take bachelor-level courses.

It is expected, by UC Berkeley, that institutions that send students to the university, will also admit a limited number of UC Berkeley students. We are eager to expand the opportunities for our students to spend a semester studying elsewhere.


Duration of Exchange Student Period at UC Berkeley

StudentsmaycometoUCBerkeleyforoneortwosemesters.Moststudentsvisitforonesemester,butinsomecases,itmaybepossibleto stayfortwosemesters:theSpringandFallorFallandSpringsemesters. StudentsmayalsoextendtheirvisitbytakingcoursesduringtheSummer Session. If you are uncertain, you should apply now for one semester, and you will be given the opportunity to extend your stay for a second semester while you are in Berkeley.


Courses

StudentswillbeacceptedtostudybytheDepartmentofSociology, and are expected to enroll in 12 units in the participating departments.These12unitsmaynotincludecoursestakeninnon-participatingdepartmentsatUCBerkeley, unless otherwise instructed by the Berkeley International Study Program staff.Ifthis,forsomereason, cannot fit into your study program in your home university, perhaps this program is not the right one for you, or you can do studies for which you will not later be credited in your home university.

All students participating in BISP are required to take a one-unit course called “Strategies for Cross-Cultural Communication,” Sociology 198.This course provides information and tips that will help students succeed in a new academic environment and help them make the most of their cultural experience here in Berkeley.  It is also a great way for students to meet and talk with other students in English and practice new skills they are learning.  The instructors also provide academic support advising to students.  There will be space in this course for all of our visiting BISP students and should be the first course you enroll in when registration opens. This is the only course you will enroll in that is only for visiting international students. All other courses you enroll in will be alongside UC Berkeley students.

Almost all students are admitted to the courses they choose, but some departments occasionally have a few courses that will not have space due to high demand by UC Berkeley students.For this reason, we do not guarantee admittance to any particular course. If there is a course that you are required to take as a requirement of your home university, you should consult with the staff at your home university to find out what will happen if you cannot get enrolled in that course, so that you know the risks before coming to Berkeley.

Itisnotpossibletoregisterinadvanceforcourses.Registrationfor allConcurrentEnrollmentstudentstakesplaceduringweeks1-5 ofthe semester.ConcurrentEnrollmentstudentswillattendthecoursestheyare interestedinandtheinstructorwillletthemknowiftheyareadmitted afterthefirstcoupleofweeks of classeshavemet.Studentswill paytuitionfeesfortheircoursesafter the fifth week of instruction is complete.Thisprocesswillbeexplainedindetailattheorientationmeetingbefore classesbegin.

Tofindoutmoreinformationaboutthecourses,pleasegototheschedule’swebsiteforcoursedescriptions:http://classes.berkeley.edu

HereatUCBerkeley,eachinstructorwritestheirownsyllabusanditmay changefromonesemestertothenext.Ingeneralwedonotgetthe syllabusfromtheinstructorforeachcourseuntilthetimetheclass startsmeeting.Thisisduetothefactthatprofessorshavefullcontrol overtheircourses.Thissystemmaybeverydifferentfromthesystemin yourhomecountry,butthereisnothingtodoaboutthis.Butyoumay find syllabifromthesecourses,iftheyweretaughtinthepast,oneach department’swebsite.Requiredreadings,typeofexamsandother assignments,andlecturesmaydifferfromsemestertosemester,butyoucangetanideaofhowaninstructorlikestoteachtheircourse.


RulesRegardingFull-TimeStudentVisastotheUSA

InordertoobtainastudentvisaandtolegallystayintheUSstudents mustberegisteredasfulltimestudents.Thisrequirestakingaminimumof12units inourprogram,atUCBerkeley.TheUSImmigrationauthoritiesdemandthatstudentsareregisteredasfulltimestudents,and alsocontrolthattheyactuallyaredoingthis.


Coursesforgraduatestudents

Allstudentsneedtoenrollin12coursecredits/units.Itmight bedifficultto getadmittedtograduatecoursesasaConcurrentEnrollment student. Studentsshouldcomepreparedtotakeundergraduatecourses,and beapprovedtopotentiallytakeallundergraduatecoursesiftheyarenot abletogetadmittedtoanyofourgraduatecoursesatthePhD level.

Wehighlyrecommendthatgraduatestudentsdiscusswiththeiradvisorbefore comingtoUCBerkeley,whichundergraduatecoursesweoffercouldcountfortheirdegree. They also should be in contact with program staff in the months prior to the semester beginning to convey their course interests.


Course Transcript

Approximately 4-6 weeks after the final exams, the student will be able to lookup their grades on their UC Berkeley Extension account.  Course grades and units earned within the UC Berkeley system are included. These grade reports are not the same as a transcript of all courses taken at UC Berkeley. The BISP Program will provide a complementary transcript for each student, which is sent directly to the coordinator at their home university, provided that they sign an authorization form at the start of the semester. If a student needs to have an additionaltranscript sent to themselves or to another institution, they should order one to be sent through the UC Berkeley Extension office. Information on how to order a transcript is also available on their website.These transcripts can be sent by mail or email.

In some cases students may also be able to get a proof of attendance for courses they have audited (sat in the class, but didn’t earn credit). This is basically a letter written by the instructor acknowledging the student’s presence and participation in the course.	However, providing such acknowledgement and allowing a student to sit in on a course is entirely up to the professor giving the course. It is very rare that students will be permitted to audit a course, so students should plan to be officially enrolled in any course they wish to take during their time in Berkeley.


UC Berkeley Units and domestic academic institutions

Localrulesandproceduresdeterminetheamountofcreditsastudentwill getathis/herhomeuniversityforcourses taken while at UCBerkeley,andhowthosecoursesmayormaynotsatisfydegreerequirements.UCBerkeleyisa well-knownandhighlyrankedacademicinstitution,andgenerallystudents seemtogetfullcreditlocallyforcourses taken atUCBerkeley. However,thisisoutsideUCBerkeleycontrol.

Itisusuallyagoodideatolookintothismatterlocallybeforedeciding toapplytoUCBerkeley.Youshouldspeakwithanadvisorforyourdegree programaboutthecoursesyouplantotakeandrequirementsyouneedto fulfillabroad.Insomecasesapprovalinadvancefromthehomeacademic institutionmayberequiredinordertogetfullcredituponreturn.Such approvalisalso,insomecountries,importantinordertoobtainstudent loansforstudiesatUCBerkeley.


Tuition at UC Berkeley

ThecostsforrequiredcoursesatUCBerkeleyfortheFall2017andSpring 2018semesters,for12units (withabasiccostofUSD$750per unit),areasaminimumasfollows:

	Fees:

	USD
	200
	InternationalApplicationfee (non-refundable)

	USD
	125
	ConcurrentEnrollment TermApplicationfee(due 30 days prior to semester start)

	USD
	700
	HealthInsuranceFees(due 30 days prior to semester start)

	USD
	250
	Cal 1 Card fee(due 30 days prior to semester start)



USD	1275	SumofFees

Tuition:
USD  	750 per unit

SumFeesandTuition:
USD  	10,275	for12units
USD	11,025	for13units
USD	11,775	for14units


These fees are based on the Fall 2017 semester. PleasechecktheConcurrentEnrollmentpage of the UC Extension website (http://extension.berkeley.edu/static/studentservices/concurrent/#fees) for the most up to date fees.

Note: All fees are subject to change.


Languagetests

ForstudentswithahighschoolorequivalentdiplomafromNorthernEurope andseveralCentralEuropeancountries,orwithanEnglishlanguage background,UCBerkeleygenerallyallowsdroppingtheEnglishlanguage tests.SuchwaiversaregivenintheinvitationletterfromTrondPetersen addressedtoInternationalConcurrentEnrollment.Whenapplyingfor admittancetotheConcurrentEnrollmentProgramatUCBerkeley,acopyof thislettermustbeenclosed.

Ifastudentdoesnothavetheabove-mentioneddiplomaorEnglishLanguage background,theyarerequiredtotaketheTOEFL(language)test.Thistest canbetakenthroughoutEast Asia.Thefeefortakingthistestvaries by country, but it is around $200 USD.Informationaboutthistest,includingfeesandwhenandwhereitisheld,canbefoundatwww.ets.org/toefl.

UCBerkeleyExtensionrequiresstudentstohaveeither: TOEFLscorereportofatleast90IBTor550paper-based.

OR

IELTSscorereportofatleast7.0


StudentVisatotheUnitedStates

UCBerkeleyExtensionofficewillissueallthedocumentsrequiredto obtainastudentvisafromtheU.S.Embassyinyourcountry.UCBerkeley Extensionisveryefficientatthis.Allrequireddocumentsareissued withinfourweeksofreceivingacompletedapplicationforadmittance, andsometimesevenfasterthanthis.

StudentswillhavetosubmitrequireddocumentstotheU.S.Embassy,aswell asmakeanappointmentforaninterviewattheembassyintheircountry. ThereisacostfortheSEVISIDandtotheU.S.Embassy.Itusuallytakes approximately2weekstoreceiveavisafromtheU.S.Embassyoncethe interviewhastakenplace.

ItisrecommendedthatyoumakeanappointmentattheU.S.Embassyassoon asyoureceivetherequireddocumentsfromUCBerkeleyExtension.


HousinginBerkeley

Therearemanydifferenttypesofhousingavailabletovisitingstudents. Mostofourvisitingstudentsliveinapartmentsorhomes.Somewilllive indormitorystyleaccommodationssuchastheInternationalHouse.Studentsareresponsibleforobtainingtheirownhousing,butweprovideseveralresourcestoassiststudents.Oncestudentshaveappliedalistof housingoptionsissentout,andstudentcanconnectwithotherswhoare lookingforhousing.

HousinginBerkeleyisrelativelyexpensive.AroominasharedapartmentorhousetypicallycostsaboutUSD800-1000permonthdependingonthetype ofhousingandhowmanystudentsaresharing.Housingthatiscloserto theUCBerkeleycampusisgenerallymoreexpensivethanhousingfartherawayandaccessiblebypublictransportation.

Livinginsharedhousing,whereeachpersontypicallyhasher/hisown bedroom,andshareskitchen,bathroomandlivingroom(s)with2-3other persons,isagoodwaytogettoknowAmericansandlearnthelanguage. Aroundcampus,thereareanumberof“fraternities”and“sororities”,where theremightbearoominasharedstudenthouse.Wealsonowhavea facebooksiteforBerkeleystudentsandourinternationalvisitorsto communicateabouthousingoptions.Tojoingotohttps://www.facebook.com/groups/BISPHousing

There are several websites which canbeusedtofindhousingandget animpressionofthehousingmarketinBerkeley.Mostlandlordspreferor requiretenantstoapplyinperson,soyouwillhavetowaituntilyou arriveinBerkeleytosignanagreement.However,manystudentsfind housingbeforearrivinginBerkeleythroughotherinternationalstudentswho need to move out before their one-year lease is up. We recommend sites such as housinganywhere.com or https://sfbay.craigslist.org/. Please use caution and do not send money online until you are certain that it is a reputable apartment website.


Otherfacilitiesattheuniversity

StudentscomingtoUCBerkeleygetaccesstoalotofotherfacilitiesas well. Fees to use these facilities are likely included in the Cal 1 Card fee that you pay prior to the semester starting.

Theuniversitydoesnothavedesignatedreadingareasforstudents.Forreadingandcoursework,manystudentsusethelibraries. Itishighlyrecommendedthatyoubringyourownportablecomputer.


WorkintheUSA

Thestudentvisagenerallydoesnotallowvisa-holderstowork.However, studentsarepermitted to work at UC Berkeley, as Junior Specialists, for amaximum of 20 hours a week for the duration of the stay. This requires that one first finds a job,then get a written offer for employment. Then one goes to the International Concurrent Enrollment office to get an On-Campus Work Permit. Using these two documents, one then obtains a Social Security Number (SSN). Once this has been issued, one may legally work at the university.  However, this is not typically done as many jobs are filled by UC Berkeley students who are being funded by financial aid work study programs. Students should anticipate not working while in Berkeley.


TheConcurrentEnrollmentapplicationprocedure

Theprogramyouattendissponsored bytheDepartmentofSociologyattheUniversity ofCalifornia,Berkeley.TheDepartmentissuestheinvitationstostudents tostudyhere,andallclassesyouwilltakeareintheparticipating departmentsintheUniversityofCalifornia,Berkeley,classesyouwilltake togetherwithregularlymatriculatedstudentsatUCBerkeley,studentswho comefromallDepartmentsandSchoolsintheuniversity.

InordertomakeitpossibleforyoutocometostudyintheDepartment, theDepartmentworkswiththeUCBerkeleyExtensionOffice(UNEX).Once theDepartmenthasissuedaninvitationforyoutostudyhere,UNEXhandles yourapplicationtocometostudyhere,issuesthestudentvisa,collects tuitionandfees(afterarrivalhere),assistsyouinelectronically registeringforclasses,andprovidesanumberofservicestostudentswho participateintheBerkeleyInternationalStudyPrograminLettersand Science.

Onceyouhavefollowedtheapplicationproceduresatyourhomeinstitution forgainingnominationtostudyatUCBerkeley,pleasefollowtheir instructionsforcompletingtheUCBerkeleyExtensiononlineapplication.Wehave providedstepbystepinstructionsandhelpfultipsfortheUCBerkeley Extensionapplicationonaseparatedocumentthatwehaveincludedwiththe application.



Fall 2017 &Spring 2018 Academic Calendar
	Fall 2017 Semester
· August 16: All students should plan to be in Berkeley by this date for mandatory orientation sessions
· August 23: Instruction starts on this date
· September 4: Labor Day Holiday, no instruction
· November 10: Veterans Day Holiday, no instruction
· November 22-24: Thanksgiving Holiday Break, no instruction
· December 11-15: Final Examinations
	Spring 2018 Semester
· January 9: All students should plan to be in Berkeley by this date for mandatory orientation sessions
· January 15: MLK Holiday, no instruction
· January 16: Instruction starts on this date
· February 19: President’s Day Holiday, no instruction
· March 26-30: Spring Break, no instruction
· May 7-11: Final Examinations
