Syllabus
International Accounting Research
Course Code：120201C12
Credit：1
Credit Hours： 18
Program： Master of Accounting 
Instructor:
Dr. Qingmei Xue is an associate professor at Nanjing University. Her research interests include governance and information disclosure issues in public firms and not-for-public organizations in China. She primarily teaches financial accounting and international accounting at Nanjing University. In addition, she has been teaching at universities in Italy and the U.S. She also served on the first and second Advisory Council of the Chinese Accounting Standards Committee. 
Contact Information：
Tel：025-83621029（O）                         Email: xueqm@nju.edu.cn;
Homepage: https://nubs.nju.edu.cn/xqm/list.htm
Course Description and Content
This course examines how accounting knowledge shapes international accounting standard setting and financial reporting practice. Rather than treating accounting standards as purely technical rules, the course explores standard setting as an evidence-based, institutional, and socially embedded process influenced by competing ideas about transparency, decision usefulness, accountability, and economic consequences.
The course introduces major issues in international accounting and international accounting research, including the development of IFRS, the role of the IASB, the IFRS Conceptual Framework, and current standard-setting debates. Students will critically evaluate how academic research contributes to accounting practice and policy making, and how accounting concepts may be interpreted and transformed across different institutional contexts, particularly in China.
Topics include research relevance and evidence-based standard setting, methodological diversity in accounting research, decision usefulness and qualitative characteristics of accounting information, business combinations under common control, goodwill accounting, intangible assets, and the potential impact of artificial intelligence on accounting research and global participation in standard setting.
The course adopts a discussion-based and research-oriented approach that emphasizes critical thinking, collaborative inquiry, policy analysis, and evidence-based argumentation through lectures, debates, case analysis, group discussions, presentations, and research projects.
Course Objectives
By the end of this course, students should be able to:
1. Understand the institutional background, conceptual foundations, and development of international accounting standards and standard-setting processes. (FK, SK, IP) 
2. Critically evaluate academic research and its relevance to accounting practice, financial reporting, and international standard setting. (SK, PS, QT) 
3. Analyze accounting issues using evidence-based reasoning and apply conceptual framework thinking to standard-setting debates and policy problems. (PS, QT, MI) 
4. Develop communication, teamwork, and policy analysis skills through debates, case discussions, presentations, and collaborative research activities. (TC, MI, IP) 
5. Enhance awareness of the social, institutional, and international implications of accounting standards, reporting practices, and emerging technologies such as AI. (IP, SE, SR)
Prerequisite: Intermediate Financial Accounting; Advanced Financial Accounting; Accounting Theory; Proficiency in English
Teaching Method
This seminar-style course adopts a discussion-based and research-oriented learning approach that emphasizes active participation, collaborative inquiry, and evidence-based analysis. The course combines instructor lectures with student-centered learning through debates, case discussions, group presentations, policy-oriented analysis, and collaborative research projects.
Students are expected to engage critically with academic literature, IFRS materials, IASB documents, and selected cases before class. Many class sessions are organized around group activities designed to encourage students to evaluate how accounting research contributes to accounting practice, international standard setting, and policy making.
The course introduces students to multiple research approaches in accounting research, including positivist and interpretive perspectives, and encourages students to critically reflect on the strengths and limitations of different forms of evidence in standard-setting processes.
Several sessions include role-based discussions, structured debates, and case analysis activities that simulate elements of standard-setting deliberation and institutional decision making. Through these activities, students will develop analytical reasoning, critical thinking, communication, teamwork, and policy evaluation skills.
The responsible use of AI tools is permitted in this course. Students may use AI tools to support idea generation, information organization, preliminary analysis, and language assistance. However, all AI use must be transparently disclosed, including the tool used and its purpose. Students remain fully responsible for the accuracy, originality, interpretation, and critical evaluation of all submitted work. AI tools are intended to support, rather than replace, independent thinking and academic judgment.

Class Schedule
	Session
	Topics
	Group Work / Activities

	Session 1
	Introduction to International Accounting and IFRS 
• Development of international accounting 
• IASB and IFRS Foundation 
• IFRS controversies
	Assign Group Presentation 1 
Understanding the Logic and Controversies of IFRS 
Each group discusses one major IFRS controversy and prepares a short presentation.

	Session 2
	International Accounting Research and Research Relevance 
• Why accounting research matters 
• International accounting research 
• Archival Empirical Research debate 
• Positivism vs. interpretivism 
• Evidence-based standard setting
	Assign Group Presentation 2

	Session 3
	The IFRS Conceptual Framework, 
• Decision usefulness vs. Stewardship
• Transparency vs. compliance 
• Fair value controversies 
• IFRS convergence in China
	In-Class Debate 
Has China Truly Converged with IFRS? 
Debate on transparency, compliance, fair value, and convergence versus adaptation.

	Session 4
	Applying the Conceptual Framework in Standard Setting 
• Elements, recognition, and measurement 
• Presentation and disclosure 
• Business combinations under common control (BCUCC) 
• Stakeholder conflicts in standard setting
	Case Analysis: Amalgam


	Session 5
	Research Relevance, Policy Knowledge, and Future Standard Setting 
• Evidence-based standard setting 
• Research usefulness and limitations 
• Goodwill accounting controversies 
• Intangible assets and unresolved accounting questions
	Group Presentation 2 
Academic Research and Evidence-Based Standard Setting 
Each group analyzes one IFRS Foundation literature review and evaluates how academic research contributes to standard-setting debates.

	Session 6
	AI, Data Assets, and the Future of Accounting Standard Setting 
• AI and global participation in standard setting 
• Data assets and IAS 38 
	Final Group Project Presentation 
Option A: AI and global participation in IASB consultations 
Option B: Data assets and future intangible asset reporting



Evaluation (AACSB standards)
	Evaluation
	Weight
	 Knowledge
	 Skills
	 Quality

	
	
	GK
	FK
	SK
	PS
	MI
	LS
	TC
	QT
	IP
	SE
	SR

	Participation & contribution
	10%
	 
	
	√
	√
	
	
	√
	√
	√
	
	

	Group Debate and presentation
	30%
	
	
	√
	√
	√
	
	√
	
	√
	
	

	Group case analysis
	20%
	
	
	√
	√
	
	
	√
	√
	√
	
	

	Group Research Project
	40%
	 
	
	√
	√
	√
	
	√
	√
	√
	
	√


Note: (1) Participation and contribution (10%): assessed through preparation, attendance, class presentations, group assignment cooperation (peer-evaluated), and adherence to instructor expectations; (2) Group debating (10%) and group research presentations (20%); (3) Group case analysis (20%): assessed through timely submission of written analysis and in-class presentation of key arguments; (4) Group research project (40%): comprises written report (20%) and oral presentation (20%). 
Useful Website	
1. IFRS (www.ifrs.org)
2. Chinese Accounting Standards for Business Enterprises (http://www.casc.org.cn)
3. US GAAP (https://asc.fasb.org)
Reference Book
Christopher Nobes, Robert Parker Comparative International Accounting. Prentice Hall (《比较国际会计》，东北财经大学出版社)
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